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high places. But that time was long past, and for at least
two centuries the Papacy had only made use of its power
for purposes of worldly aggrandisement; with results that
caused the condemnation which it incurred to be fully de-
served.

The gradual spread of this newly-acquired knowledge, fol-
lowing on the failure of all efforts to obtain reform by means
of a General Council,19 had by degrees made men ready,
as soon as opportunity should occur, to fly to arms to obtain
that reform which it was evident was to be gained in no
other way. This effect had been steadily growing during the
pontificates of Sixtus IV, Innocent VIII, Alexander VI,
Julius II, and Leo X; but so little did these Popes realise
the conditions of the case, that they seemed, by the kind of
life they led, bent upon bringing about that appeal to arms
They were bishops of the leading see of Western Christen-
dom, yet anything more opposed to the ideal life of a bishop,
whether measured by the standard of the earliest centuries
of the Church's life, or by that of our own age, than were
their lives it would be hard to conceive And so the natural
result followed in a conflagration which brought cruel wars
and innumerable sufferings upon mankind, and tore the civi-
lised world asunder for one hundred and fifty years; but in
the end cleansed Christendom.

And here we come upon one of those strange revelations,
impossible for any one at the time to have seen, but which
History (thiowing its light back upon events long past)
every now and then shows to those who come afterwards.
From the time of Cosimo we see four successive generations
of the Medici, the very last family to wish to bring about
such a movement as the Reformation, and the very family
out of which were to come the two Popes who were the lead-
ing opponents of that movement, eagerly engaged in pursu-
ing a course which made them, little as they dreamt it, the
chief agents in producing that great revolt from the Papacy.

For it was not Luther, but the "New Learning" which p